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IRISH UNIVERSITIES BILL, 1908. 


PRELIMINARY DRAFT OF THE ARTICLES OF 
A CHARTER FOR THE UNIVERSITY TO 
HAVE ITS SEAT IN DUBLIN. 


L— Foundation of the University. 

There shall be, and there is hereby, constituted and founded a University 
having its seat in Dublin, and bearing the name of the 

, by which name the Chancellor and other members of 
the University for the time being shall be, and are hereby constituted, 
one body corporate, with perpetual succession and a common seal, and with 
power, without any further licence in mortmain, to take, purchase, and hold, 
and also to sell, grant, exchange, demise, and otherwise dispose of real and 
personal property. 

Notwithstanding anything in this our Charter, the University shall not at 
any time hold real property in Our United Kingdom exceeding the annual 
value of £50,000 (according to the value of such property at the time of its 
acquisition) over and above the value of any site, buildings, and hereditaments 
used and occupied for the immediate purposes of the University. 

H. — Constituent Colleges of the University and Affiliated Institutions. 

The Constituent Colleges of the University are, in accordance with the 
Irish Universities Act, 1908, the College, Dublin, Queen’s 

College, Cork, and Queen’s College, Galway. 

The University, in accordance with any Statutes and Regulations made 
for the purpose, may admit to affiliation with itself other colleges or institutions 
or branches or departments thereof, and may withdraw such affiliation at any 
time. 

Provided that — 

(а) Any exercise by the University of the power of affiliation otherwise 

than on the representation of one of the Constituent Colleges 
shall be subject to the consent of all the Constituent Colleges ; 
and 

(б) The University shall not affiliate to itself any institution or any 

part thereof unless the University is satisfied in manner to be 
provided by the Statutes as to the general character and financial 
position of the institution as a whole, the adequacy in numbers 
and qualifications of its teaching staff, the University standard 
of the teaching, the adequate provision of laboratories and other 
appliances necessaiy for giving instruction in the subjects in 
respect of which affiliation is contemplated, the conditions as 
to age and attainments on which students are admitted, the 
number of students proceeding, or likely to proceed, to a 
University Degree, and the relations of the institution to any 
other University. 

III. — Powers of the University. 

The University shall have the powers following 

'(1) To grant and confer Degrees and other academic distinctions in 
accordance with the provisions of this Our Charter. 

(2) To grant Diplomas or Certificates to persons who have pursued a 
course of study approved by the University under conditions 
laid down by the University. 
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(3) To institute Professorships ancl Lectureships and any offices 

required by the University, and, subject to the provisions of 
this Our Charter, to appoint and remove the holders of such 
offices ; to provide for instruction in such branches of learning as 
the University may think fit ; and to make provision for research 
and for the advancement and dissemination of knowledge. 

(4) To institute and award Fellowships, Scholarships, Exhibitions, and 

Prizes. 

(5) To accept from donors gifts of money, lands, or other property 

for the foundation of Professorships, Lectureships, Scholarships 
or Studentships, or for the erection of buildings, or for the 
endowment of research, or for any other purpose or purposes 
connected with the University, upon such trusts and conditions 
as may be specified by such donors. 

(6) To examine and inspect schools and other educational institutions 

and grant certificates of proficiency, and to provide such lectures 
and instruction for persons not being members of the University 
as the University may determine ; and to co-operate, by means of 
joint boards or otherwise, with other universities and authorities 
for the conduct of matriculation examinations, for the examination 
and inspection of schools and other academic institutions, and 
for the extension of University teaching and influence in 
academic matters, and for such other purposes as the University 
may from time to time determine. 

■ (7) To do all such other acts and things, whether incidental to the 
powers aforesaid or not, as may be authorised in relation to the 
University or the Constituent Colleges, or may be requisite in 
order to further the objects of the University as a Teaching and 
Examining Body ; and to cultivate and promote Arts, Science, 
and Learning. 


IV. — Visitor of the University, 

We reserve to Ourselves, Our Heirs and Successors, to be the Visitor and 
Visitors of the University, acting through such Board of Visitors as we may 
from time to time appoint having regard to the nature of the case. In the 
exercise of the Visitorial Authority, We and Our Heirs and Successors for the 
time being shall have the right from time to time, and in such manner as 
We or They shall think fit, to direct an inspection of the University, their 
buildings, laboratories, and general equipment, and also of the examinations, 
teaching, and other work done by the University and the Constituent 
Colleges. 

Any President of a Constituent College, Professor, or Lecturer who is 
removed by the University from his office may appeal to the Visitor against 
such removal. The appeal shall be heard by a Board of four Visitors, and 
if they do not unanimously concur in such removal it shall not take effect. 


V. — Membership of the University. 

The members of the University shall consist of every person who is an 
authority or a member of an authority of the University, every member of a 
Constituent College, and every Matriculated Student of the University. 

Women shall be eligible equally with men to be members of the 
University or of any authority of the University, and to hold any office or 
enjoy any advantages of the University. 

VI. — Authorities of the University. 

The authorities of the University shall be the Chancellor, the Vice- 
Chancellor, the Senate, the General Board of Studies, the Faculties, and 
Convocation. There shall also be a Registrar and other proper officers of 
the University. 
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VII. — The Chancellor of the University. 

The Chancellor shall he the head and chief officer of the University, and 
shall, if present, he entitled to preside over the meetings of the Senate and 
Convocation. He shall hold office during his life or until his resignation. 

The first Chancellor of the University shall he elected hy the Senate at 
their first meeting ; and if not a member of the Senate will he nominated hy 
Us as an additional member thereof. 

Any succeeding Chancellor shall he elected by Convocation, and if a 
member of the Senate is elected to he Chancellor, his election shall create a 
casual vacancy in the Senate. 


VIII. — The Vice-Chancellor. 

The Vice-Chancellor shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the University 
and, in the absence of the Chancellor, shall be entitled to preside over 
meetings of the Senate. 

The Vice-Chancellor shall he elected by the Senate from amongst the 
members of the Senate, and shall hold office for such period not exceeding 
five years as the Senate may determine. 


IX. — The Senate. 

(1) The Governing Body * of the University referred to in the Irish 
Universities Act, 1 908, shall be styled the Senate. 

(2) We hereby nominate as the first Senate in accordance with that Act 
the persons named in the Schedule hereto. 

(3) Any casual vacancy in the first Senate shall be filled by Our further 
nomination. 

(4) The Senate shall, after the expiration of the period of office of the 
first Senate, be constituted as provided by the Irish Universities Act, 1908, 


namely : — 

The Chancellor - - - - 1 

The Presidents of the Constituent Colleges - - 3 

Nominated by the Crown, one at least being a woman - 6 
Elected by the Governing Body of Dublin College - 6 
Elected by the Governing Body of Queen’s College, Cork 4 
Elected by the Governing Body of Queen’s College, 
Galway - - - - - - 4 

Elected by the Convocation of the University - - 5 

Co-opted by the above described Members - .-6 

In all, including the person elected to be Vice- 
Chancellor from among the members - - 35 


Ex-officio members of the Senate shall be members so long as they hold 
qualifying office. 

Other members shall hold office for five years. The successor in the 
case of a casual vacancy shall be appointed in like manner with his pre- 
decessor, and shall hold office for the remainder of his term. 

Retiring members are eligible to serve again. 

(5) The acts or proceedings of the Senate shall not be invalidated by 
any vacancy among its members, or by any defect in the mode of appointment 
or election of any of the members. 

X. — Powers of the Senate. 

The Senate shall be the governing body of the University and shall direct 
the form, custody, and use of the common seal, and, subject to. the provi- 
sions of this Our Charter and the University Statutes, shall exercise all the 
A 3 
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powers and discretions of the University, and shall . regulate and determine 
all matters concerning the University. 

In making Statutes and Regulations tie Senate siall observe the following 
conditions : — 6 

(i; No Statute or Regulation shall be altered so as to change the 
status, powers, or constitution of any of the authorities of the 
University until such authority shall have had an opportunity of 
pronouncing an opinion upon the proposed.change. 

(ii) Regulations relating- to Degrees and examinations shall not be 
made without report from the General Board of Studies and 
the h acuities : 

The Senate, shall have power to deprive any graduate of the University 
who, 111 the opinion of the Senate, is guilty of scandalous conduct of anv 
Degree or Degrees conferred by the University, and of all privileges enjoyed 
by him or her as such graduate aforesaid. J J 


XI. — Committees. 

_ The Senate shall appoint a Standing Committee consisting of the Vice- 
Chancellor, the Registrar (whether a member .of the Senate or not), and not 
more than other members -of the Senate, and may appoint such other 
committees for any particular puiposes from amongst the members of the 
benate as the Senate thinks fit. 

Any matters referred by the Senate to a committee of the Senate shall - 
subject to any, special directions of the Senate and to any special provisions 
m the Statutes, stand referred to the Standing Committee. 

1 he Senate may appoint advisory committees consisting - either wholly or 
partly of persons not being members of the Senate, and, subject to and in 
accordance with any provisions of the Statutes, may delegate to any 
committee so appointed such duties as it thinks fit as regards financial 
administrative, or other matters affecting, the University or any particular 
1 acuity or department, or the management or supervision of any buildings 
or property of the. University. 6 


XII.— Tiie General Board of Studies and the Faculties. 

(1) Statutes of the University shall provide for the establishment of a 
General Board of Studies to he constituted in manner prescribed by the 
Statutes from among the following The University Professors and 
Lectnreis m the Lmversity and the Constituent Colleges, other teachers in 
the Constituent Colleges, the external examiners appointed in pursuance of 
this Our Charter, and the recognised teachers in such institutions as are 
for the time being affiliated to the University ; and the Vice-Chancellor shall 
be a member of the Board m virtue of his office. 

All matters which come before the Senate in reference to University 
Studies shall he referred to and be reported on by the General Board of 
Studies , and ^such powers m relation to University studies as the Senate 
deem fit may be delegated to the Board. 

(2) There shall be in the University the Faculties of Arts, Science, Law 
and Medicine, with such other Faculties, whether forined by the sub-division 
of an existing .Faculty or by the creation of a new Faculty or otherwise as 
may be constituted by Statute, 

(3) Each Faculty shall consist of the Vice-Chancellor, tile Lean of the 
b acuity to be appointed annually by the members, the University Professors 
and Lecturers m the University and the Constituent Colleges in the subjects 
ot the Faculty, anc( such other professors and persons as may be provided bv 
Statute; and each Faculty shall act as a Board of Studies for its own 
department, reporting to and acting under the supervision of the General 
Uoard of studies. 
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XIII. — Professors, Lecturers, and Recognised Teachers. 

(1) The following persons shall be considered to be and shall be- entitled 
to be styled University Professors and University Lecturers : — 

(a) Professors and Lecturers appointed by the University to teach in the 

University or with the consent of a Constituent College at the 
College : 

(b) Such Professors and Lecturers of the Constituent Colleges holding- 

offices the ordinary appointment to which is under the Charter or 
Statutes of the College vested in the University, including persons 
holding such offices by virtue of a temporary appointment under 
section of the Irish Universities Act, 1908. 

(c) Such other Professors and Lecturers of the Constituent Colleges as 

the University recognises for the purpose. 

(2) Statutes of the University shall provide for the exercise by the 
Senate of any power vested in the University to appoint to University 
Professorships and University Lectureships, subject to the following- 
conditions 

(а) In the case of a Professorship or Lectureship of a Constituent College 

to which the University, by the Charter or Statutes of the College, 
is entitled to appoint, the Senate must invite and consider the 
representations of the Governing Body of the College as to the 
filling of the vacancy ; and if the number of candidates be more 
than three, the Governing Body of the College shall be entitled to 
select not less than three candidates from amongst whom the 
Senate must make the appointment : 

(б) The Senate must in every case obtain and consider the advice of 

the General Board of Studies given upon a report which that 
Board must obtain from the Faculty to which the vacant 
Professorship or Lectureship belongs. 

(3) The University may in such manner and on such conditions and for 
such time as may be prescribed by Statute recognise individual teachers, in 
affiliated, institutions, who in the opinion of the University are giving 
instruction of a University standard in subjects approved for the purpose 
by the University, and these teachers shall be recognised teachers for the 
purposes of the Irish Universities Act, 1908, and this Our Charter. 


XIV.— Convocation. 

The Convocation shall consist of the Chancellor, the Vice-Chancellor, the 
members of the Senate, the University Professors and Lecturers, and the 
registered graduates of the University. 

The Senate shall have power to fix conditions of registration, and to 
prescribe the annual or other fee, or a composition therefor, which shall be 
necessary for registration. 


XV.— Powers of Convocation. 

Convocation shall have the following powers - 

To elect a person to be Chancellor of the University in succession to 
the first or any subsequent Chancellor : 

To elect its own Chairman, who shall, in the absence of the Chancellor, 
be entitled to preside at its meetings : 

To elect representatives on the Senate : 

To discuss and pronounce an opinion on any matter whatsoever 
relating to the University, including any matters referred to them 
by the Senate. 
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XVI. — Regulations as to Procedure. 

The Senate, the General Board of Studies, the Faculties, Convocation, 
and, subject to any directions given by the Senate, committees of the Senate 
may from time to time make regulations for governing their pro- 
ceedings, subject to this Our Charter and to the Statutes and Regulations 
of the University. 


XVII. — Conditions as to Grant of Degrees. 

(1) Degrees and other academic distinctions may be granted — 

(a) To internal students who, under conditions laid down in the 
Statutes and Regulations, have pursued approved courses of 
study in the University or in a Constituent College, and 
have passed the prescribed examinations of the University : 
Provided that the University may accept the examina- 
tions and periods of study passed by students of the 
University at other universities or places of learning as 
equivalent to such examinations and periods of study in 
the University as the University may determine, and may 
withdraw such acceptance at any time; and may also 
accept courses of study in any other institution which, in 
the opinion of the University, possesses the means of 
affording the proper instruction for such courses, and may 
withdraw such acceptance at any time ; but the University 
shall in no case confer a Degree in Medicine, Surgery, or 
Midwifery upon any person who has not attended in ’the 
University or in a Constituent College for at least three 
years the course of study recognised for the Degree by 
the University ; 


(b) To affiliated students who, under conditions laid down in the 

Statutes and Regulations, have pursued approved courses of 
study in affiliated institutions, under teachers recognised for 
the purpose by the University, and have passed the prescribed 
examinations of the University ; 

(c) To external students who, under conditions laid down in the 

Statutes and Regulations, have passed the prescribed 
examinations of the University : 

Provided that external students shall not be admitted 
to Medical Examinations, and that the power of the 
University to admit external students to a final exami- 
nation for an initial Degree shall expire after the end of 
five years from the day appointed for the dissolution of 
Our Royal University of Ireland, and the power to admit 
to previous examinations shall expire after shorter periods 
to be defined in the Statutes ; 

(d) To graduates of other universities whom the University may 

decide to admit to Degrees of equal or similar rank in the 
University ; 

(e) To persons who hold office in the University or in a Constituent 

College as Professors, Lecturers, or otherwise, or who shall 
have carried on independent research therein ; 

(/) To approved persons who shall be selected for honorary 
Degrees. 


(2) Degrees representing proficiency in technical subjects shall not be 
conferred on students without proper security for testing the scientific or 
general knowledge underlying technical attainments, 


(3) All Degrees and other . distinctions shall be conferred and held 
subject to any provisions which are or may be made in reference thereto 
by the btatutes or Regulations of the University. 
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XVIII. — Subjects. and Courses of Study. 

(1) Statutes of the University shall prescribe general conditions respecting 
the studies to be required as qualifications for the Degrees of the University 
or for the Diplomas or Certificates of the University, including the subjects 
which shall respectively be studied for the several Degrees, Diplomas, and 
Certificates. 

(2) A Constituent College may propose, for the approval of the Senate, 
courses of study for its own students in the several subjects which under the 
Statutes of the University are studied in the Constituent College for the 
Degrees of the University or for the Diplomas or Certificates of the Univer- 
sity, and may from time to time propose modifications in such courses ; but 
no such course or modification thereof shall be adopted in the College until 
approved, or provisionally approved, by the Senate. The Senate shall not 
finally approve any such course or modification thereof unless it is satisfied 
that an academic training of adequate standard, breadth, and duration is 
thereby provided. 

(3) In case no special course of study for a Constituent College is 
approved by the Senate, regulations made by the Senate shall, so far as 
may be necessary, prescribe courses of study for the Constituent College. 


XIX. — Examinations. 

Statutes of the University shall provide for the manner of conducting 
the examinations of the University, including examinations for University 
prizes and rewards ; subject, so far as relates to examinations for Degrees, 
as follows : — 

(1) Provision shall be made for the appointment of at least one external 
and independent examiner, who shall not be a Professor, Lecturer, or other 
teacher in the University or' in any Constituent College, in each subject or 
group of subjects studied by candidates for the Degrees of the University. 

(2) Provision shall be made that the external examiners shall conduct 
all examinations for the Degrees of the University, not including examinations 
for matriculation ; and also for enabling • University Professors and Lecturers 
to be associated with the external examiners in any examinations held by 
them. 

(3) Provision shall be made for conducting the examinations for any 
Degree separately for each Constituent College if the College so demands, 
and in that case for the appointment from amongst the Professors and 
Lecturers of the College of examiners to be associated with the external 
examiners; but any such provision shall be subject to the condition that 
the College is in a position adequately to supply at its own charge the proper 
buildiilgs, furniture, and other means necessary for the examination. 

(4) Due care and diligence shall be used by the University to equalise, 
so far as may be possible, the standards of knowledge and attainments 
implied in the Degrees conferred upon students presented by the several 
Constituent Colleges of the University upon students presented by any 
affiliated institutions, and upon external students, so far as Degrees are 
conferred upon external students. 


XX. — Fees. 

The University may demand and receive such fees as the Statutes may 
from time to time appoint. 

XXI. — General Provisions. 

Except as aforesaid, and except by way of prize, reward, special grant, 
or remuneration for services rendered or to be rendered in the past, present, 
or future, respectively, the University shall not make any gift, division, or 
bonus in money unto or between any of its members. 
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Any Supplemental or Amending Charter granted by Us Our Heirs and 
Successors and accepted by the Senate, shall be binding upon thZSrskv 
its members, and all persons concerned. 


In this Our Charter “ Statutes ” means th* Statu too f™- +v, Q i 

made° repealmg the same, or any of them, which may hereafter be 

Regulations” except where otherwise required by the context means 
feeSr ,mde POTSUant t0 thlS °" r or % St“ 0 “ the 


shalf^orZ^f ‘ hiS ° t m Ci3rt ? r P™® the Powers of the University 

Ktalg £c “ - &2TSZ2 

this B olr?cv, p ™ vi ™ n sha . U not prevent the exercise of the power under 
this Our Charter to appoint a Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor nor affect 
he exercise of any power given, or the performance of any ZtV assigned 

MOsZrXZmng ' Z ° f tv e U ™ si ‘y under the Irish Universities^,’ 

, ’ or the doing of anything which is incidental to the exercise of mv 
such power or the performance of any such duty. " ^ 


Our Epyal Will and Pleasure is that this Our Charter shah always be 
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SCHEDULE. 


The First Senate. 

"•‘Alexander Anderson, M.A., LL.D. (President of the Constituent College 
in Galway). 

The Honourable Mr. Justice Dunbar Plunket Barton. 

S. H. Butcher, M.P., LL.D. 

Sir W. F. Butler, G.C.B. 

W. F. T. Butler, M.A. 

: 'D. J. Coffey, M.A., M.B., B.Ch. (President of the Constituent College in 
Dublin). 

A. W. Conway, M.A. 

M. F. Cox, M.D. 

The Reverend W. Delany, S.J., LL.D. 

A. Dempsey, M.D. 

S. Gwynn, M.P. 

Sir Stanley Harrington. 

Miss Mary T. Hayden, M.A. 

His Grace the Most Reverend Dr. Healy, D.D. 

Douglas Hyde, LL.D. 

J. S. M‘Ardle, M.Ch. 

J. A. M'Clelland, M.A., D.Sc. 

John MacNeill, B.A. 

W. Magennis, M.A. 

Thomas Maguire. 

The Right Reverend Monsignor Mannix, D.D., LL.D. 

H. C. M'Weeney, M.A. 

The Reverend A. Murphy. 

Sir C. Nixon, Bart., M.D., LL.D. 

J. F. O’Carroll, M.D. 

P. T. O’Sullivan, M.D., B.Ch. 

The Right Honourable Christopher Palles, LL.D., Lord Chief Baron. 

C. Yelverton Pearson, M.D., M.Ch. 

J. P. Pye, M.D. 

P. Semple, M.A. 

A. Senier, Ph.D. 

G. Sigerson, M.D. • 

L. A. Waldron, M.P. 

His Grace the Most Reverend Dr. Walsh, D.D. 

W B. C. A. Windle, M.A., M.D., D.Sc., F.R.S. (President of the Constituent 
College in Cork). 

Our nomination in the case of the persons whose names are marked with 
an asterisk has effect only while those persons hold the offices a description 
of which is attached to their names ; and if any such person ceases to hold 
the office, a vacancy occurs to be filled by Our further nomination. 
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